
The Endowment Fund of River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
 

What is the Endowment Fund? The Endowment Fund is authorized in the bylaws of River Road 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation (RRUUC). Its objective is to support the long-term health of 
RRUC and promote Unitarian Universalism. As of June 30, 2011, the value of the fund was 
$594,684.56.  
 
For what purposes is the fund to be used? Think of the fund as a “rainy day” fund that is available 
to help RRUUC get through periods of extreme need. Also, the income generated by the fund may be 
spent to promote liberal religion for our members and friends and in our community in special ways, 
as determined by a majority of the RRUUC board.  
 
Can the “principal” (original gifts to the fund) ever be used?  As specified in RRUUC’s By-
Laws, the principal of the Endowment Fund can only be used in times of extreme need, in which case 
a unanimous vote by RRUUC’s Trustees would be required. The Endowment is a permanent fund 
intended to support the financial and spiritual health of RRUC in perpetuity. Earnings from the fund 
can be used for purposes approved by the Board of Trustees.  
 
Is RRUUC currently distributing any income from the Endowment Fund? In recent years the 
RRUUC Board approved using a portion of the fund’s income to provide grants to help start and 
stabilize the Sugarloaf Congregation, to cover a portion of our congregational dues to the UUA, to 
cover the costs of sponsoring Ministerial Interns, and to help support RRUUC’s current examination 
of its governance structure. The Endowment Committee generally recommends that further 
distributions be limited, so that the Fund can continue to grow and have an even more substantial 
impact on our congregation and community.  
 
Do we have a goal for the size of the Endowment Fund? Yes, $1 million is recommended by the 
Endowment Committee. There are three reasons we chose this figure as a goal: 1) It would represent 
a significant safety net in the case of an extreme need (for example, significant damage to a portion 
of the existing building); 2) It would yield significantly more income than the current endowment; 3) 
It would bring River Road’s endowment to a level more prudent for a congregation of our size and 
characteristics.  
 
How may people contribute to the RRUC Endowment Fund?  Over the years, dozens of members 
and friends have contributed to the Endowment Fund.  Contributions are accepted at any time. 
Typical gifts to the Endowment Funds include:  
 

• Bequests, in which a member or friend of RRUUC leaves a portion of their estate to the 
RRUUC Endowment Fund  

• Current gifts of cash, securities, or other property  
• Memorial gifts, in honor of a deceased member of the congregation  
• Gifts using Charitable Remainder Trusts, Charitable Gift Annuities (available through the 

RRUUC Endowment Committee in conjunction with the UUA), Donor Advised Funds, or 
other planned gifts.  

 
If you would like to remember the Endowment Fund in your will and other estate plans, please 
specify “The Endowment Fund of River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6301 River 
Road, Bethesda, MD 20817” in your plans.  
 
For more information: Please contact Administrator Andy Taylor or Timothy Daniel, the current 
chair of RRUUC’s Endowment Committee. 


